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Characteristics of Intellectual Giftedness The Referral Process

Anyone, including the parent(s), guard-
1an, teacher, or community profes-
sional may refer a student for screen-
ing and possible evaluation.
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What is Intellectual Giftedness?

“Untellectually Gifted” 1s a disability cate-
gory within the state of Tennessee and
refers to a child whose intellectual abili-
ties, creativity, and potential for
achievement are so outstanding that the
child’s educational performance 1s ad-
versely affected. ““Adverse affect” means
the general curriculum alone is inade-
quate to appropriately meet the stu-
dent’s educational needs. These stu-
dents require specifically designed in-
struction and support services. “Adverse
affect” should be considered in any/all
related areas: academic, behavioral,

emotional, social.
What Can We Do for Gifted Learners?

Recent research has determined that
grouping students by ability and providing
opportunities for students to progtress at a
more rapid pace can increase overall stu-
dent academic achievement. Researchers
have found that students benefit from
within-class grouping as well as grouping

across grade levels or specific subjects.

Creative Thinking

Effective, innovative strategies for recog-

nizing and solving problems

Unusually keen sense of humor

Frustration with traditional thinking

Intense (sometimes unusual) interests
Educational Petformance

Desire to learn

History of outstanding achievement

Questions, experiments, explores;

challenges others

Unusual emotional depth; leadership;
ability to deal with diversity

Large storehouse of information
Cognition/Intelligence

Highly expressive and effective use of

words, numbers, symbols

Logical approaches to figuring out solu-
tions; impatient with repetition

tion, previous evaluations, and
teacher/parent input to determine
whether or not a comprehensive
evaluation is needed. The team’s deci-
sion 1s based upon multiple data
sources.

If a comprehensive evaluation is rec-
ommended, an assessment team will
determine the types of assessments
needed. All procedural safeguards are
followed to ensure evaluation proce-
dures are non-discriminatory.

Eligibility for gifted services are detet-
mined based upon critetia set forth by
the Tennessee Department of
Education.

Services for Gifted Students

Special setvices and accommodations
are often required to meet the unique
needs of gifted children. A team of
professionals and the child’s parent(s)
plan the student’s educational program
based upon the assessment informa-
tion obtained through the evaluation
process as well as the student’s current
academic progress. Programs are de-
signed to meet the child’s individual
needs.



